Clonaheen Hall
Clonaheen – Cluan na nÉan means “Meadow of the Birds”.

This townsland  is situated in the south of Rosenallis Parish and it borders Ballyfin and Mountmellick and is in our locality. The Hall is now run down but once it was a hive of activity. We asked our parents, grandparents and neighbours for information and stories. We were surprised with all they told us and how interesting their stories were.

The Gaelic Hall, Clonaheen -now called Clonaheen Hall was built in 1908 by local volunteers to promote Irish Culture in Rosenallis Parish. It was the place where all of the social events would take place during  the early part of last century. It was built of timber first. It had a galvanised roof and was a single story. It had a cloakroom and a kitchen with a wooden floor. Eamonn De Valera officially opened it in the same year it was built. The hall was knocked down by the Black and Tans in the 1920’s because they believed that guns were being stored there by the I.R.A. Locals volunteered to re-build it but this time with cement so it was a stronger structure. The Black and Tans were English prisoners that were released into Ireland. They were sent by the English Government to frighten the Irish into obeying them.
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Aoraíocht
Clonaheen Hall held a Feish (Aoraíocht) in 1915  in the ‘Sheep’ field  to rally everyone up for the 1916 Rising. Padraig Pearse made a speech at the Feish. The ‘Sheep’  field became known locally as Pearse’s field after the Feish.  The feish was where pipe bands would have entertained the people. There was tug of war and football matches. The tents displayed produce, crops etc., Irish tweeds, rugs, footwear and a host of items all Irish. The refreshment tent was run by Miss Wilson, O’Moore Street, Mountmellick. Irish dance and singing competitions were held on the stage and the judges observed. Medals and cups were awarded to the winners. 
Pipe Bands

There was a band named PH Pearse Pipe Band called after Padraig H Pearse because he made a famous speech near the hall in 1915. The band practised regularly in the hall, as we saw in the Cash Book receipts for 1937. Many of our Grandads and Grand Uncles were involved. 

Frank Dunne taught the pipes in Clonaheen Hall. He was the Grand father of Eileen Dunne who reads the news on R.T.E. 
For years Jim McEvoy kept the drums and some of the uileann pipes of the pipe band in his house under the stairs. The drum kit was green in colour just about everything around that time was painted green- part of the spirit nationalism that permeated the air. The photograph shows the Tara Brooch that each member of the band wore very prominently.
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Clonaheen Pipe Band
Music 

Music for the dances was live it was played by local people. The accordion was played by Martin and Gerard Kelly. Mickey Doolan played the drums. Mick Dunne, Jim Dunne and Michael Dowling formed one of the dance bands in the 1940’s and 1950’s.In the 1960’s accordion players such as Sean Wisely, Con Bloomer and Peter Gorman kept the music playing.
Bill Geoghan, Paddy Hanlon and Patsy Gorman were another band who played old time Irish music. They were nicknamed the ‘Three Boyos’ some people said their music could be heard miles away even though there were no microphones. There were Irish dancing and singing competitions where judges and committee members assembled. Medals and cups were given to the winners. Mick Dunne was the Irish Dancing Teacher. 
Dances

Every Sunday night there was a practise dance in the hall from 8 to 12 o’clock. They had a big dance which was from 8 o’clock to 2 o’clock once a month. There was no dance held during lent. There was a big dance on Easter Sunday and Christmas Day. The big dance cost 2 shillings and the practise dance was 4 pence. You had to be 16 to be allowed in. The men sat on one side of the hall and the women sat on the other. When the music started the men would go the ask the women to dance by saying “could I have this dance please”. Girls usually said “Yes”. Every once in a while they would have a ‘Ladies Choice’.  They danced the Fox Trot, the Waltz, Walls of Limerick, Four Hand Reels, Bridge of Athlone, Barn dances and Swings. The ladies wore pretty dresses with a cardigan and high heel shoes or sandals. The men wore suits, shirts and ties. Neat dress was essential. They saved their money to be able to go to the dances. One Grand dad told me that he sold a pair of socks to get the money to go. There was a wonderful timber dancing surface in the hall. It was quite slippery by frequent use and occasionally by throwing detergent crystals or even candle grease on it.  

Picture of ladies dressed for the dance
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 The Priest would sometimes stop the dancing on a Sunday night. The Priest had a lot of power back in those days. One day the Priest sent a letter to the committee saying he wanted to minimise the number of dances being held. The committee agreed because the floor was getting worn and they couldn’t fix it until after the war(1940’s). Eamonn Dowling ran a mineral bar because there was no alcohol allowed. On the door they had tickets and when the dancers paid in they gave them half the ticket and kept the other half. At the end they counted all the half tickets and paid a tax for each dancer to the Excise Officer. 
Admission Ticket
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They usually cycled to the dances on a High Nelly bikes. On a Sunday evening the whole road side ditch was full of bikes. You had to have lights on your bikes or you could be caught by the Gardai. They came from Mountmellick, Ballyfin ,Clonaslee and as far away as Portlaoise  and Monasterevin. People stopped when they got cars, they could travel further and the Priest wouldn’t let them play Rock and Roll music so the younger people went to town where discos were becoming popular. 
Finances

We found a notebook from Clonaheen Hall for Income and Expenditure from 1936 to 1940. They spent their money  on paraffin oil to light the tilly lamps and turf for the fire and butter for sandwiches which were served at the All night dances. They got their income from people using the hall for cards, all night dances and agricultural classes. The people that used the hall would have to pay for turf, use of hall and oil. They collected some of their monies from membership fees. We found a copy of invoice written out for the use of the hall it as for agricultural classes. We also read in the minutes where they made a profit of 5 pounds for the year 1942 which they considered satisfactory. That year they had installed a wind charger to provide lighting. It didn’t work out very well according to one of our Granddads. For the use of the hall on the invoice and the use of turf altogether was 9 pounds 1 shilling and 0 pennys.
Extract from a Book showing Proceeds from Clonaheen hall [image: image4.jpg]LY
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 AGM is an Annual General meeting which is held once a year.

AGM  1942

Officers elected:
President:           Richard McEvoy

Vice President: James McEvoy

Secretary:          James Maher

Treasurer:           Patrick Maher

Other Officers:   James Moore, Don McDonald, Jim Maher, Joe Gorman,   Peter Gorman,  Michael Maher, Pat Pender.
The committee met regularly and made decisions about holding dances , arranging classes, card games, renting out the hall to others. The minutes were hand written with pen and ink in very good hand writing and are still easy to read today.
Macra na Feirme 1980’s
Ard Erin Macra na Feirme performed one act plays like Cough Water and Poor John Poor Jean. They did Light Entertainment, Debating and Public Speaking in Clonaheen Hall. Meetings and rehearsals for these activities were held there.  Ard Erin Macra made good use of Clonaheen Hall in the mid 1980’s. 
Card games

Fr. Donoghue was parish priest in Rosenallis at the time when the new church was built he organised a weekly whist drive to raise money for the parish. He was well supported often 20 to 25 tables played whist on a Friday night in Clonaheen Hall. With four people per table there would be 80 to 100 people playing cards. 
Card games were played in the 20’s 30’s 40’s 50’s and 60’s. Card games were only allowed on Sundays during Lent. It was decided to start the card games on the following Tuesdays. The secretary was directed to purchase two decks of cards. The secretary purposed and Richard McEvoy seconded that the cards would be dealt  and given out once until each card had five cards to be turned deck head or trumped after last card has being given out. 
Agricultural classes were organised during the 1930’s and 1940’s. The young men only finished national school. The classes were to educate them about modern farming methods and to improve their farms. This was their only chance to get further education.

Irish classes were taught by Mr. Monaghan in the 1930’s. The Irish was being revived in Ireland and everybody was interested in learning the language. 

Woodwork classes were held also to train the young men to do carpentry work. Our Grand parents made simple furniture like bookshelves and stools. 

In the early 1980’s Rosenallis Soccer team trained in the Hall as there was bad weather during the winter.
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50 Years Celebration

In 1958 the committee organised a celebration to commerate 50 years in existence. People travelled from far and near to be present. The picture shows some of the Grandparents who were young back then. 

Unusual Memories of our Grandparents!
What was your memory of Clonaheen Hall?

Miss Odair used to live on the slip road at the bridge and when the dance was over she told everybody to quieten down so that her chickens wouldn’t get off their nest. 

What did people wear?

Dave Stack used to wear his wellies and pull his trousers down over them. 

All of our grannies and granddads have great memories of Clonaheen Hall. A lot of them met their life partner there and they all lived happily ever after!!

Sample Questionnaire we used to interview 

· What clothes would you have worn?
· Did you get ready with somebody?
· What did you go to Clonaheen Hall for?

· How would the music be played?

· What’s your favourite memory?
· How far would people travel to get to Clonaheen Hall?

· How much was the entry fee?

· How often was it open?

· Was there an age limit?
· What did it look like on the inside?

· How was it heated and lighted?

· Could you drink there ?

